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able edition of the biennial international conference held at the
Commonwealth Speke Resort in Kampala, Uganda.

The conference was opened by the Minister for ICT Hon. Aggrey

Awori representing the President of Uganda General Y. K. Museveni

and accompanied by the Minister of Water and Environment Hon.

Maria Mutagamba as well as the State Minister of Environment

Hon. Jessica Eriyo. During the opening the Minister also launched
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which features on Google Earth.

The conference attracted a total of 481 delegates from five conti-

nents and 40 exhibitors from Africa, Europe, America, Middle East and Asia. A total of 126 papers and 48 poster

presentations were given at the conference and demonstrated the value addition of geo -LQIRUPDWLRQ WR $I
sustainable development.

The keynote addresses will be remembered for the intuitive and provoking ideas reminding Africa about the
potential in the GI human resource and infrastructure that it is time to build on capacity, generate knowledge
and accelerate knowledge -based development on the continent.

The conference was supported by the Government of Uganda, Makerere University and several international
Geo-Information companies and bilateral governments including US Department of State, ESRI, Google Earth,
Trimble and UN -Habitat among others.

Kicking off with three pre  -conference on Geo -Information fore -Governance, the GEOSS/Geonetcast and Google
Earth workshops, young scholars were refreshed with new advances in utilization of geo -information for im-
proved governance being a key factor in sustainable development.

A series of special sessions were held throughout the week notably GDEST, ESRI, Google Earth, WhereKam-
pala, IALE, ISPRS, CIESIN and UNOOSA workshops. These workshops spiced up the conference atmosphere
and provided opportunities for networking, collaboration and transfer of skills and knowledge among the dele-
gates.

The International Organizing Committee, Local Organizing Committee would like to express their appreciation

IRU WKH VXSSRUW DQG HQWKXVLDVP E\ GHOHJDWHV WKDW UHDOO\ PDGH $IULFD*
Local and International Organizing committee recognizes too the participation of members of the Association of

American Geographers (AAG) and their contribution in making this event a success.

EIS - Africa and LOC also made special recognition of individuals who have greatly contributed to the develop-
ment and promotion of geo -information on the continent. The IOC and LOC wishes to once again congratulate
Hon. Dr. Wilber Ottichillo, Mr. Charles Sebukeera, Mr. Frank Turyatunga, Mr. Andre Bassole, Mr. Partrice Sanou
and Mr. Paul Bartel for their awards and their great work.

The conference closed with a set of key resolutions being drafted and presented to EIS - Africa to action. These
resolutions will be published on the ESI -$IULFD DQG $IULFD*,6E ZHEVLWHV
JLQDOO\ ZH DUH SURXG WR DQQRXQFH WKDW $IULFD*,6&E ZLOO EH KRVWHG E\

FD*,6E ZLOO EH WKH WHQWK HGLWLRQ RI $IULFDYfV OHDGLQJ JHRVSDWLDO VFL
hope to see you there!

JURP WKH RUJDQL]JHUV RI $IULFD*,6CE ZH WKDQN \RX DOO DJDLQ IRU \RXU VXSES
(A more detailed report will be posted on the conference website). Report by Dr. Shuaib Lwasa and Sives Govender.
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